Guidance for Your EES Submission
The Environmental Effects Statement (EES) for the Western Renewables Link (WRL) addresses a wide range of impacts. Not all chapters will be relevant to every individual or community. Focus your efforts on the chapters most applicable to you, your neighbours, and your local community.

Key Areas to Review and Focus On
You know better than anyone how this project will impact your life. Don’t hold back—express your concerns fully. The more personal and detailed your submission, the greater the chance your voice will be heard. Here’s a few tips for each chapter to guide you in raising the issues that matter most to you:
1. Community and Stakeholder Engagement (Chapter 7)
· Look for: Gaps in consultation, failure to engage affected groups, or dismissive responses to community concerns. Share your experience of whether your concerns were listened to or ignored, and how this might affect your trust in the process.
2. Biodiversity and Habitat (Chapter 8)
· Look for: Inadequate mitigation measures, damage to local wildlife, and loss of biodiversity. Express how the project might destroy important natural spaces or harm the wildlife that you or your community care about.
3. Aboriginal Cultural Heritage (Chapter 9)
· Look for: Missing or under-represented cultural consultation, and failure to properly assess impacts on sacred areas. Voice the importance of protecting cultural heritage and how its loss could impact the community’s identity and values.
4. Historical Heritage (Chapter 10)
· Look for: Inadequate research into historical sites or failure to preserve significant landmarks. Describe the historical importance of these places and the personal or community connection to them.
5. Landscape and Visual (Chapter 11)
· Look for: Lack of studies on visual impacts in sensitive areas like farmland, residential zones, and scenic routes. Share how the project will alter your view or quality of life and include photos from your property to show how your surroundings could be negatively impacted.
6. Land Use and Planning (Chapter 12)
· Look for: Impacts on your property, local development, zoning, or rural land productivity. Explain how your property’s value or use might be harmed, whether it’s zoning changes or disruption to farming or other activities.
7. Bushfire (Chapter 13)
· Look for: Underestimated fire risk, inadequate safety measures, or failure to properly assess bushfire risk. Describe the increased danger of fire, especially during dry seasons, and how this project could exacerbate risks to you and local fire services.
8. Economic (Chapter 14)
· Look for: Lack of consideration for local economy, including home-based businesses, farming, and tourism. Explain how the project impacts your livelihood, whether it’s through lost income, increased costs, or disruption to your business activities.
9. Agriculture and Forestry (Chapter 15)
· Look for: Disruption to farming activities, loss of productive land, or loss of revenue. Talk about how this project affects your ability to farm or make a living, and how the community’s food and resources could be threatened.
10. Aviation (Chapter 16)
· Look for: Insufficient analysis of aviation safety near airports or flight paths. If you live near an airport or use small aircraft, explain any safety concerns or potential disruptions.
11. EMI and EMF (Chapter 17)
· Look for: Insufficient assessment of electromagnetic fields (EMF) health risks, particularly for nearby residents. Describe your concerns about potential health impacts from EMF exposure.
12. Air Quality (Chapter 18)
· Look for: Overlooked air pollution sources, especially from construction or operational emissions. Share any concerns about how the project could degrade your air quality and what that could mean for your health or the environment.
13. Noise and Vibration (Chapter 19)
· Look for: Inadequate noise mitigation plans, particularly in residential or sensitive areas. Describe how noise from construction or operation will disrupt your home life, and the potential stress it could cause.
14. Transport (Chapter 20)
· Look for: Unaddressed traffic increases, road closures, or inadequate transport planning. Explain how your daily commute or road safety might be impacted, and how it will affect you and your neighbours.
15. Social (Chapter 21)
· Look for: Inadequate consideration of social impacts like community cohesion, mental health, and local services. Discuss how the project might break up your community or place stress on local resources.
16. Geology and Soils (Chapter 22)
· Look for: Inadequate soil management plans, risks of erosion or contamination. Explain how soil or ground stability concerns might affect your land, whether through erosion, flooding, or contamination.
17. Contaminated Land (Chapter 23)
· Look for: Insufficient risk assessments on land contamination or hazardous material spread. Describe any concerns about land or water contamination, and how it might affect your family or business.
18. Groundwater (Chapter 24)
· Look for: Inadequate assessment of groundwater risks, particularly for water supply or agriculture. Share concerns about how the project could impact water availability for your property or your community’s farms.
19. Surface Water (Chapter 25)
· Look for: Poorly planned drainage, increased flood risks, or water quality deterioration. Describe how changes to water management could lead to flooding, land erosion, or reduced water quality in your area.
20. Greenhouse Gas (Chapter 26)
· Look for: Unaddressed emissions from construction or operation, failure to offset emissions. If climate change is a concern for you, explain how the project could contribute to greenhouse gas emissions in your area.
21. Matters of National Environmental Significance (Chapter 27)
· Look for: Lack of assessment of the project’s impact on protected areas or species. Describe any unique or protected species or environments near you that could be harmed by the project.
22. Climate Change (Chapter 28)
· Look for: Failure to assess how climate change could affect the transmission infrastructure and the surrounding community. Highlight concerns about how placing transmission lines in areas that are vulnerable to climate-induced extreme events (such as fires, floods, and storms) could put both the infrastructure and local residents at greater risk.
23. Environmental Management Framework (Chapter 29)
· Look for: Weak environmental management plans, or lack of commitment to long-term monitoring. Express concern about whether the project’s long-term impact will be properly managed, and whether your community will be left with unresolved issues.

Focus Your Efforts on What Matters Most to You
Not every chapter will be relevant to your situation. Focus on the areas that have the greatest impact on your property, your family, and your community. This will help you create a more effective and targeted submission.
If a chapter doesn’t apply to you, it’s okay to skip it. Just ensure you highlight the areas where the project will have a tangible effect on your daily life.

General Tips for Submitting
· Evidence and Personal Impact: Draw from your own experiences. Provide specific examples of how you will be directly affected.
· Objectively Identify Problems: Focus on what’s lacking in the EES, what hasn’t been considered properly, or where mitigation measures are insufficient.
· Follow the "Avoid, Minimise, and Manage" Framework: Ensure the submission assesses whether the project has addressed impacts by first trying to avoid, then minimise, and finally manage adverse effects.

Feel free to pass this along to others who may benefit from these tips. You don’t have to tackle the entire EES, just focus on what’s most relevant to your community.

Additional Support for Your Submission
We are also working on high-level information that more broadly critiques and prosecutes the EES. Once complete, this information will be shared with the community to further support your submission efforts. It will provide additional context and highlight areas where the EES falls short, helping you strengthen your own submission.
Stay tuned for more updates and resources!


