Tasha Latham
Principal Impact Assessor
Department of Transport and Planning (DTP)
Impact Assessment Unit
Environment.Assessment@transport.vic.gov.au
Subject: Urgent Request – Extension of WRL EES Exhibition Period
Dear Ms Latham,
I’m writing as a directly affected landholder, resident, and business owner along the Western Renewables Link (WRL) route to formally request an extension of the EES exhibition period from 40 business days to a minimum of 100 days.
For a project of this scale, with thousands of pages of technical reports and complex findings the current timeframe is plainly inadequate. As someone whose property, livelihood, and community stand to be permanently altered by this proposal, I cannot reasonably engage with the EES in its current form within the limited window that has been provided.
Over the years, many of us asked for access to draft documents, or at the very least some staged release of the technical assessments. None was provided. Now we are faced with an almost 10,000-page EES, released all at once, with no accompanying support, guidance, or tools to help make sense of it.
We were told by AusNet, by AEMO, by government representatives that we would have time to respond once the EES was available. That time has come, but the process we’ve been given makes that promise feel hollow.
By any standard, 40 days is not enough. Reviewing even a portion of the material thoroughly would take hundreds of hours. For working families, farmers, and rural business operators, this simply isn’t possible.
Other projects, such as the North East Link, involved fewer private landholders but provided far more time and resources. In contrast, WRL cuts through large swathes of rural land, affects hundreds of farms and homes, and poses major implications for cultural and environmental values. Yet we’re being asked to respond with no time, no assistance, and no independent analysis.
To make matters worse, AusNet published conflicting construction information on the same day the EES was released — which only adds confusion and undermines trust in the process.
Given the circumstances, I ask that the following steps be urgently taken:
1. Extend the exhibition period to 100 days, to allow proper time for analysis and engagement.
2. Provide funding and access to independent experts so communities, landowners, and councils can prepare evidence-based submissions.
3. Ensure the Inquiry and Advisory Committee is made fully aware of these procedural issues and the barriers to participation.
We are not opposed to progress, but we are asking for a fair chance to participate in decisions that will affect us for generations. If Victoria’s transition to renewable energy is to succeed, it must be built on respect, transparency, and genuine community input — not speed and exclusion.
Thank you for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,


