07 September 2025
Amy Selvaraj
Manager, Major Projects
Planning Panels Victoria
Department of Transport and Planning
Via email: Planning.Panels@transport.vic.gov.au
Subject: My Objection to VicGrid and AEMO’s Oral Participation at the Western Renewables Link EES Hearing
Dear Planning Panels Victoria,
I am writing to strongly object to VicGrid and AEMO’s request for party status and the right to speak at the Western Renewables Link (WRL) Environmental Effects Statement (EES) hearing. The EES hearing is supposed to be a fair and independent review of the project’s environmental and social impacts - not a platform for government authorities to advocate for their own interests.
The Inquiry and Advisory Committee (IAC) has a very clear job: to focus on the effects this project will have on our environment, local land use, heritage, and community. Its Terms of Reference make this simple. The IAC’s role is not to debate government policy, or to justify the existence of the WRL - that has already happened elsewhere. This hearing is for facts and local impacts, not big-picture policy discussions.
The submission from VicGrid and AEMO (Submission 434) fails to address real environmental concerns or provide technical insight into the issues at hand. It repeats government goals and claims about the WRL’s importance, which is not helpful to the EES process, and does not fit within the scope of this inquiry.
Allowing VicGrid to speak at the hearing would create a serious conflict of interest. As the future transmission planner for Victoria, VicGrid stands to benefit directly from this project’s approval. Giving them oral standing would tip the scales in favour of government, over landholders, councils, and community groups who have put considerable work into reviewing and responding to the EES. That would undermine trust and fairness in the whole process.
It is vital that the EES panel remains an impartial, evidence-driven space. Written submissions from VicGrid and AEMO, like Submission 434, are already part of the record and can be read as needed. Oral presentations, on the other hand, should only be given by those with real evidence about environmental impacts - not those wanting to repeat government policy.
For the sake of fairness, independence, and public confidence, I urge Planning Panels Victoria to reject the request by VicGrid and AEMO for oral participation at the WRL EES hearing.
Yours sincerely,
[Your Name]
[Contact Details]

